University of Minnesota Men’s Club Soccer 1995-2001 


I was inspired to jot down some memories of my time as a player on the club team after visiting the 2021 tryouts this week and then reading Ras’ riveting 2003 season recap on the alumni page. We are also redoing our basement so it was a perfect time to dig through the archives.

And yes, I realize that my playing career spanned 7 years, but I went through several different majors and the club soccer “rules” were a little looser back then. It has been over 20 years, so I welcome additional input (corrections) from my teammates/coaches of this era. 

I want to thank Alan and all of the past and current club officers and coaches for all of their hard work. The club is in a really great place right. It really makes me want to make a Donation 

Chris Scanlon


Fall 1995 - I do not remember much from this fall. The club had gone through some issues in 93-94 and we were not very organized.  I think we played around 5 games, all on the road, and we had to train up in Blaine. I sort of remember the school providing us van transportation, but I don’t think we had a coach or matching jerseys.

Fall 1996 - This year marked the resurgence of the club after a 2 year hiatus. There was a new roster and coaching staff. John Richardson was now president and did an amazing job getting everything back on track. We played a full schedule of 20 games, culminating in a second place finish at regionals and a bid to the National Tournament in Arizona. We were not great in Phoenix (0-3), but had a great time. 
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1996 Home Game Handout
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1996 NSC
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Regional Tournament - Semi Finals OT win
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On the way to Arizona National Tournament 1996
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1996 National Tournament



Fall 1997 - Building on the 1996 success, the 97 team was really good. Mike Huber and Rob Churney were brought on as coaches, and we added a bunch of players. Season highlights included beating the University of Michigan and tying Weber State (defending National Champs) on the same day up in Blaine. I think Brent Rivard scored 4 goals that day. He was pretty much unstoppable all year. We traveled to Colorado and played 6 games in 4 days. We won the Midwest Regional Tournament and returned to Phoenix for the National Tournament. I think we beat Illinois in the quarters and then lost to Weber State in the Semis.
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Regional Tournament Champs
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Quick stop at Kepler’s parents’ house in Nebraska
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1997 National Tournament



Fall 1998- I broke my foot during tryouts and moved home to Ohio for the year, so someone will need to help me out here. Erik Kepler took over as President. I think there was a Spring 1999 team that traveled to a Mardi Gras tournament. I do not believe there is photographic evidence of this trip, which is probably for the best. 


Fall 1999- Alan Merrick takes over as head coach! I can’t find the 1999 schedule/results, but I don’t remember losing in the regular season. It may just be selective memory. Decent national tournament performance in Arizona. I think we won our group, but lost to Pepperdine? in the quarters. We also had terrible jerseys this year :) I think they were free.
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Fall 2000 - Another good year. This was my first of two years as president so I was concerned with budget, travel, and whether or not Krummy was taking enough credits. We had a great group of freshmen join us. We won the regional tournament again and went to nationals which was held at the Cocoa Expo Sports Center in Florida. Very fun trip, although we lost our CB Kris Keller to a broken leg right before we left. The most memorable game of my entire career was the quarterfinals against UC Santa Barbara who wwere playing with a lot of their former NCAA players. (This was pre-NIRSA rules) We came back from 0-2, and Chris Schulz’s penalty kick in overtime won it 3-2. We then proceeded to play terribly the next morning in a rough semifinal loss. Alan was so pissed.
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2000 Black Kit
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Florida 2000 and Cape Canaveral 

[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
Cocoa Expo Dormitory
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Minnesota vs. UC Long Beach 2000
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Fall 2001 - This was my last year playing. The club was really growing. I think we had around 80-100 at tryouts. Another really good freshman group, and Erik Lindstrom transferred in from Madison which solidified the center back for a couple years. This was the first “NIRSA” National tournament. It was in Tuscaloosa and we went 1-1-1. These were also my favorite Umbro  jerseys.
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I have some random pics and rosters from the 2002-2007 era that I will add, but hoping someone else has more to share. Go Gophers!
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2006 Club Pic
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Maroon Team 2005
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2001 Roster
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Tryout Sign-Up sheet pre-computer registration
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Player

Mike Cummings
Scott Wasilowski

Chris Kakos

Tu Doan

Wade Sorenson

Kris Keller

Ted Dohm

Ben McCoy

Diego Arabbo
Bret Fredrickson
Jon Mason

Chris Scanlon
Raphael Martinez
John Richardson
Eric Kepler
Jakub Leslie
Jim Wilson
Andy Gilbertson
Brent Rivard
Sami Khemakhem
Dominic Cossi
Scott Robertson
Karim Khemakhem

University of Minnesota Men’s Club Soccer

Position

Coach
Assistant Coach

Goal Keeper
Defense
Midfield
Defense
Midfield
Midfield
Forward
Defense
Midfield
Midfield
Midfield
Midfield
Forward
Forward
Defense
Forward
Midfield
Forward
Midfield
Midfield
Forward

Hometown/State

Savage, MN
Savage, MN

Minneapolis, MN
Burnsville, MN
Oshkosh, WI
Minneapolis, MN
Roseville, MN
Eded Prarie, WI
Cordoba, Argentina
Hartford, WI
Madison, WI
Dayton, OH
San Diego, CA
Madison, WI
Lincoln,NE
Atherton, CA
Eagan, MN
River Falls, WI
Apple Valley, MN
Spax, Tunisia
Hibbing, MN
Minneapolis, MN
Spax, Tunisia

Jersey #
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Back row (left Lo right): Robert Cherney (Assistant Coach), Michael Huber (Head Coach), Scott Robertson, Matt Ellavsky. Ben
McCoy. Brian Zovic, Mark Wacker, John Seaman, Rich Lessard, Eric Kepler (captain). Mark Joern. Brett Fredrickson. Kris Keller

Front Row (lefl to right): James Wilson. Brent Rivard (captain), Jonathon Mason, John Richardson. Chris Scanlon, Mike Kapps

Diego Arabbo. Brian Catrine, Charles Howley.
Not Pictured: Chris Kakos, Andrew Gilbertson, Emmanual Ezike. Jakub Leslie, Wade Sorenson, Joe Wagner

The University of Minnesota will be the team to beal this year n.Region T of the National Collegiate Soccer Association
(NCSA). With ten returning starters and anew ‘coaching stat’f Lhc team has its ‘sights set on the national tournament

once again. ;

Our team this,year promises to:be defensively solid with a patient but explosive offénse. We will'be setting up a 5-3-2 (6
defenders, 3 midfielders,2.forwards) system of play which will enable us to maintain possesion df the ball and at the
same lee ;prov1de an.almost inpenetrable defense. The focus behind this system is to build from the/badk, keeping.the
ball low in ;pressure areas, waiting for an opportunity to attack. The key will be patience and communication. Look for
‘me Leam Lo *beLter the 42 goals scored andithe:8 shuLouLsmhaL .mghllghted HERR years ’12 game regular season.

The mens soccer program here at tthe University is still voung anﬂ growing. ngm now, om*zc]ub team is the only
uompetatrve men’s team through the University. Last year was the first time in three years ithe University even hosted a
men’s soccer team. Poor administrative decisions in 1993 lef fmour lub on probation until i ‘a debts could be resolved.

[
Without being sanctioned throughi the sohool, the players *hal& initwo yaers ohfundrhlsmg Lo get the program back
on its feet. The dedication on and 'off fthié Tield is what makes hi% se successful.

Last year, after regaining rman(:lal stabllny our team rejoined the NSCA A very success| hregu]ar season posted a 10-
2-0 record under the guidance of: .former Head Coach Mike Chrhinlhgs Durmg (the regular se;a‘son the team achieved a

ranking as high as eighth in thefootntry. Advanolhg to Regionals, our team lfbset LaCrosse, rﬁhe .conference champions,
TThis also earned our-téa invitation 0 the national tournament

Despite helng'ehmlnated‘ih i he tﬂh‘st round«oi’ the tournament play,

and landed a second place fmié}ﬁn the Lourr}
in Pheonix, AZ. where we gt{fﬁed valuable eX ¢
the team had set a very high'standard for'gﬁf lnmal year.

"4 E

“/“There wlllfﬁé “&1 éi round elimination dow ifi Pheonix this year, Thav
extremely high hop for us; We are very smmg and we runtdocp I'm fi ;
looking more at g one of the top five,”’ said head coach Mike Huber. , 3

art,lclpale in the. Nd finishing in the mop 1() was qulte- an accom[hlshmem and.a great building

Out of 120 Leamf “a
finnesotd soocer. We will be looking for sm'onp, <upporl from our fans this § vear-and hope 1o see

block for the fuluréC
your enthusiasm Lhroughoul the season.

A
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Universily of Minnesola
Men's Soccer
1997 Game Schedule

Oxeseasen EXACblion Galles

Thursday, August 21 Internationals, (Men’s Div. I Amateur lL.eague) 6:30
Sunday, August 24 Blackhawks, (Men'’s Div. | Amateur lLcague) 6:30
ResW(ax Seasen
Wednesday, August 27 Concordia College 6:30
Mankato State Great Northern Kick-Off Labor Day Tournament

Saturday, August 30 UW-LaCrosse 4:00

Sunday, August 31 Weber Stale Universily 2:00

Sunday, August 31 Universily ol Michigan 10:00
Monday, September 1 Mankato State University 4:00
Thursday, September 4 San Rafael De Ilerdia, Costa Rica, Equipo De I'utbol 6:00
Saturday, September 6 McCalester College 11:00
Sunday, September 7 St. Cloud State 2:00
Thursday, September 11 Colorado State University, Gold 3:00
Thursday, September 11 Colorado State University, Green 6:00
Friday, September 12 University of Utah 11:00
Friday, September 12 Universily of Colorado, Boulder 4:00
Saturday, September 13 Air FForce Academy 12:00
Saturday, September 13 Colorado Christian 4:00
*Sunday, September 21 Michigan Tech 10:00
Sunday, September 21 UW-Stevens Point 2:00
Wednesday, September 24 Mankato State 5:00
**Saturday, September 27 Alumni Game 2:00
Sunday, September 28 UW-LaCrosse 12:00
Wednesday, October 1 UW-River Falls 5:30
Saturday, October 11 JIW-Stout 2:00
**Saturday, October 18 ~  University of Minnesota-Duluth 2:00
Sunday, October 19 " UW-Eau Claire 2:00
October 24-26 Regionals N.S.C. Blaine, MN
November 20-22 N.C.S.A. National Tournament Phoenix, AZ

Home games are in bold and will be played on the Southwesl corner of Cleaveland and
Larpenteur, two blocks north of St. Paul campus.

*Games are played al exhibition field on the Northwesl corner of Cleaveland and
Larpenteur.

**Youth clinics for all kids 14 and younger will be held al exllipition field from 11:00 -
1:00 prior Lo game. it

The University of Minnesota Men's Soccer Team receives less than 20% of its funding from the University. The players are respon-
sible for 80% of the total $25,000 budget. The team would appreciate any contributions or donations you can make to help support
their season. The Men's Soccer Team is a non-profit organization, all contributions are tax deductable. Please make checks payable
to the University of Minnesota Men's Soccer and mail to:
Sk Men'’s Soccer
. 221 Cooke Hall 4
1990 University Ave. S.E.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Page /2 Thank you for yout support and G Gephe\" Seccex.
The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer,
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Huber, Mike
Churney, Rob
Clavgex
Arrabo, Diego
Catrine, Brian
Ezike, Emmanuel
Ellavsky, Mike
Fredrickson, Brett
Gilbertson, Andy
Howley, Charlie
Joern, Mark
Kakos, Chris
Kapps, Mike
Keller, Kris
Kepler, Eric
Leslie, Jakub
Lessard, Rich
Mason, Jon
McCoy, Ben
Richardson, John
Rivard, Brent
Robertson, Scott
Scanlon, Chris
Seamen, John
Sorenson, Wade
Wacker, Mark
Wagner, Joe
Wilson, James
Zovic, Brian

Re=rex

Head Coach
Assistant Coach
Re=itien
Forward
Mid-[ielder/Forward
Forward

Delender

Defender

Forward

Defender
Mid-fielder

Goalie

Defender

Defender

Defender

Forward

Mid-fielder
Mid-fielder
Mid-fielder
Defender/Midlielder
Mid-fielder/Forward
Forward

Forward

Goalie

Mid-fielder

Goalie

Mid-fielder
Defender

Goalie

Yeax (v scheel

Senior
Senior
Sophomore
Junior
Senior
Senior
Senior
Sophomore
Senior
Freshman
Junior
Senior
Senior
Junior
Senior
Junior
Senior
Senior
Senior
Senior
Freshman
Senior
Freshman
Sophomore
Junior
Senior
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13
24

21
18

14
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12
11
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10

22
23
16
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10th Annual
National Championship
Tournament

November 20-22, 1997  Pre

Rose Mofford Sports Complex
Phoenix, Arizona
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University of Minnesota Men’s Soccer 2000 Results

08/26/00 W 3-0 Augsburg

08/27/00 L 12 St. Thomas

08/28/00 W 5-0 Bethel

08/31/00 L2 at St. Johns

09/01/00 W 3-0 at Concordia - Moorhead
09/09/00 W 11-0 at UW River Falls
09/10/00 W 3-1 at Macalester

09/16/00 W 9-1 Mankato State

09/17/00 W 1-0 St. Cloud University
09/23/00 W 6-1 at U of MN Duluth
09/30/00 W 2-0 UW LaCrosse

10/01/00 T 22 UW Stevens Point
10/07/00 W 3-1 UW Eau Clair

10/08/00 W 1-0 UW Stout

10/14/00 W 3-0 at Iowa State University
10/19/00 T 1-1 Moorhead State University
10/20/00 W 2-0 Iowa State University
10/20/00 W 6-0 South Dakota

10/21/00 W 2-1 UW Eau Clair

11/18/00 T 2-2 Clemson University
11/18/00 L 12 Long Beach State
11/19/00 W 1-0 UW Eau Clair
11/19/00 W 3-2(ot) UC Santa Barbara
11/20/00 L 02 UW Stevens Point

17-4-3
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The University of Minnesota Men’s Soccer Team
2001 Game Schedule

08/22/01 @ St. Johns Loss 1-2
08/24/01  vs. St. Thomas Win 2-1
08/25/01 @ Gustavus Tie 1-1
08/26/01 @ St. Olaf Win 6-2
08/28/01 @ Macalester Loss 3-4
08/30/01 @ St. Scholastica Win 8-0
09/15/01 @ St. Cloud State University Win 5-1
09/16/01 @ Minnesota State Mankato Win 7-0
09/22/01  vs. University of Minnesota, Duluth Win 6-0
09/23/01 vs. Michigan Tech Win 10-1
09/29/01 @ University of Wisconsin, La Crosse Win 4-2

09/30/01 @ University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point Win 2-1

10/06/01 @ University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire Loss 1-3
10/07/01 @ University of Wisconsin, Stout Win 4-0
10/13/01 @ lowa State University Win 1-0
10/20/01 vs. University of Wisconsin, River Falls ‘Win 10-0
10/31/01 vs. Inferno 95 Win 1-0

11/7/01 vs. Minnesota State Select Team Loss 1-4

11/14-11/17

NIRSA NATIONAL TOURNAMENT
vs. Michigan  Tie 0-0

vs. Colorado State  Win 4-0

vs. Mississippi State Loss 0-2

Record 14-5-2
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Head Coach
Team
Manager

Name

Mark Wacker
Niel Werket
Chris Scanlon
Spencer Stanek
Kris Keller
Dillon
Breisemeister
Tim Riley

Kurt Sorem
Kent Howard
Chad Morse
Joe Wagner
Chris Schulz
Erik Lindstrom
Brady Eichhorn-
Hicks

Matt Thibodeau
David Dodge
Mike Trudeau
David Weigratz
Dan Spakowicz
Gena Levin
Fernando Vassallo
Aaron Schweitzer
Josh Krohn
Bryan Weber
John Perdergast

Alan Merrick

Brad Wildman

Position Year

GK SR
GK SR
FWD SR
FWD SR
DEF SR
FWD  JR
MDF o)
MDF JR
MDF JR
MDF JR
DEF FR
MDF GR
FWD  FR
FWD  FR
DEF o)
FWD  FR
DEF JR
MDF FR
DEF SO
MDF JR
MDF SR
DEF SR
DEF SO
MDF FR
DEF FR

Hometown

Mpls,MN
Hastings,MN
Dayton, OH
Neenah, WI
Mpls,MN

Delano, MN
Milwaukee, WI
Winona, MN
Richmond, VA
Mpls,MN

New York, NY
Cincinattie, OH
Chicago, IL

Richmond, VA
Rochester, MN
Mpls,MN
Mpls,MN
Neenah, WI
Oshkosh, WI
Mpls,MN
Mpls,MN
Mpls,MN
Mpls,MN
Green Bay, WI
Rochester, MN
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U of M Gold Squad 2002

1. Neil Werket

2. John Seaman

3. Matt Thibodeau

4. Mike Trudeau

5. Aaron Schwietzer
6. Fernando Vassallo
7. Josh Crohnan

8. John Prendergast

. Dan Spakowicz
10. Nelson Granados
11. Erik Lindstrom
12. Joe Wagner

13. Jon Wagner

14. Viktor Adamscek
15. Chris Schulz

16. Brian Weber -
17. Nick Manders
18. Gena Levin

19. Jim Coutley-

20. Tim Riley

21. Dillon Briesemeister

\O

22. Brady Eichhorn-Hicks

23. Nick Demeuse
24. Matt Schwein
25. Paul Ackers
26. David Dodge





image7.jpg
August 26, 2002

Following is the season game schedule for the
University of Minnesota Men’s Soccer GOLD and
MAROON squads. Outside of local scrimmages to
be scheduled down the road, this is the schedule that
both teams can lock into their schedules.

GOLD GAME SCHEDULE

DATE OPPONENT RESULT
8/22 ST. JOHN’S T (2-2)
8/24 @Augsburg W (5-0)
8/27 @Gustavus

9/6 Preseason Eau Claire

9/7 Tournament

9/14 @ Moorhead State Univ.
9/15 @ Concordia-Moorhead (1:00)
9/21 UW EAU CLAIRE

9/22 UW STOUT

9/28 IOWA STATE UNIV

9/29 NORTHERN IOWA UNIV
10/5 @ Michigan Tech

10/6 @ UW Stevens Point

10/8 (Tues.) (@ Macalester (7:30 PM)
10/12 @ Univ. Nebraska-Lincoln
10/13 (@ Nebraska Team (TBA)
10/18 ACCS Regional

10/19 Tournament--NSC

10/20 Blaine, MN

11/5 @ St. Thomas University (3:00)

11/21-11/24

NIRSA NATIONAL TOURN.,
BAKERSFIELD, CA

ALL ACCS GAMES ARE SCHEDULED FOR
2:00 PM, UNLESS A CHANGE HAS BEEN
CONFIRMED BY BOTH TEAMS SCHEDULED.

** ALUMNI GAME LIKELY FOR 9/21
(TRIPLEHEADER)

MAROON GAME SCHEDULE

DATE OPPONENT RESULT

8/25 HAMLINE T (1-1)

8/27 NORTHWESTERN
BIBLE COLLEGE (5:30 PM)

9/6 Preseason Eau Claire
Tournament

9/14 UW LA CROSSE

9/15 UNIV. MINNESOTA-
STATE-MANKATO

9/21 UW STEVENS POINT

9/22 UNIV. MICHIGAN TECH

9/28 @ UW Stout

9/29 @ UW Eau Claire

10/5 BYE

10/6 UW RIVER FALLS

10/12 @ Towa State University

10/13 @ Northern Iowa Univ.

10/18 ACCS Regional

10/19 Tournament--NSC

10/20 Blaine, MN
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2005 University of Minnesota Gold Team

S0 Jo e T R R T R
i adam0404@umn.edu

4

A
F 851-343-
moinx008@umn.edu

g
T

3

Lucas Shanks

i
Seth Vertelne F vert0014@umn.edu

weisz015@umn.edu
wood0602@umn.edu
nords123@umn.edu
fred0280@umn.edu
Coac

Coac| rasmushyltegard@hotmail.com

Tyler Woodward

Andy Nordstrum

Darren Frederickson

Rasmus Hyltegard
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Date
Sept. 7th
Sept. 8th
Sept. 8th
Sept. 14th
Sept. 15th
Sept. 21st
Sept. 22nd
Sept. 28th
Sept. 29th
Oct. 12th
Oct. 13th

Oct. 18th
Oct. 18th
Oct. 19th
Oct. 19th
Oct. 20th

2002 University of Minnesota Men's Soccer

Minnesota Maroon

Day Opponent
Sat University of Northern lowa

Sun Iowa State University
Sun Michigan Tech

Sat UW La-Crosse
Sun University of Minnesota State - Mankato

Sat UW Stevens Point

Sun Michigan Tech

Sat UW Stout

Sun UW Eau Clair

Sat lowa State University

Sun University of Northern Iowa

ACCS MIDWEST REGIONAL TOURNAMENT

Fri  University Of North Dakota
Fri UW La-Crosse

Sat UW Stout

Sat UNI

Sun UW Eau Clair

Final Season Record

12-2-2

Location
Eau Clair, WI
Eau Clair, W1
Eau Clair, W1
A Field
A Field
A Field
A Field
Stout, WI
Eau Clair, W1
Ames, IA
Cedar Falls, TA

Minneapolis, MN

Round Play
Round Play
Round Play
Semifinals
Championship
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University of Minnesota Men’s Club Soccer

Sat. August 31

Sun. September 1
Sun. September 8
Sat. September 14
Sun. September 15
Wed. September 18
Sat. September 21
Sun. September 22
Sat. September 28
Sun. September 29
Sat. October 5
Sun. October 6
Wed. October 9
Sat. October 12
Sun. October 13
Wed. October 16
Sat. October 19
October 25 - 27

November 15 - 17

Official Game Schedule

@Mankato State

@ Iowa State (at Mankato)

@ U.W. River Falls
St. Cloud State

Saint Thomas
Mankato State
Michigan Tech

@ U.W. Stevens Point
Alumni Game

U.W. Superior

@ Lakehead (Ontario)
@ Duluth

Hamline

U.W. Stout

@ U.W. Eau Claire
U.W. River Falls
U.W. Lacrosse
Regional Playoffs

National Tournament

2:00 pm
12:00 pm
2:00 pm
1:00 pm
1:00 pm
5:30 pm
4:00 pm
3:00 pm
2:00 pm
3:00 pm
1:00 pm
12:00 pm
5:00 pm
2:00 pm
1:00pm
5:00 pm
2:00 pm
N.S.C. Blaine

Phoenix, Arizona

*Home Games will be played at the Varsity Soccer Stadium on the S. W.

corner of Cleaveland and Larpenter on the St. Paul campus.

*September 21st game will be played at the Gibbs Farm field on the N.W.
corner of Cleaveland and Larpenter.




